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Agricultural food trade and policy in Africa:  

Why is Africa not feeding Africa? 

 

Pre-conference workshop GEWISOLA 2016 

28.09.2016, 9.00-12.30 hours 

 

Organized by: Dr. Christine Wieck, Heike Hoeffler, Dr. Thomas Breuer 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

Contact: christine.wieck@giz.de 

 

The food trade balance has worsened in most African countries over the last decades (FAO 2012) and 
in particular basic food commodities such as cereals, dairy products, edible oils and fats as well as 
meat products are increasingly imported. With the African Union Malabo Declaration from June 
2014, African countries committed to triple intra-African trade by the year 2025. If achieved, this may 
help to improve the food trade balance and thereby improve food security and contribute to the 
achievement of SDG 2 in Africa. 

However, in most Sub-Saharan countries, local excess supply areas are not well connected with the 
mostly urban demand regions due to insufficient infrastructure, road harassment, and often 
excessive and cumbersome controls at border posts. It is often faster and cheaper to import from the 
global market than to import from the remote hinterland or a neighboring country. This highlights 
one of the main development problems with regard to agricultural food trade in Africa: the lack of 
competitiveness of African on-farm production and food value chains. A recent World Bank report 
from 2012 (“Africa can help feed Africa”) concluded that removing trade barriers to better link 
farmers to consumers and inputs can be a key element in improving the food balances.  

Moreover, the food trade balance is not just a question of agricultural trade, but also a question of 
supportive national agricultural policies. A development-oriented agricultural policy agenda supports 
the ongoing transformation of rural areas, so that these areas can become a driving force for 
economic and social development in African countries (see e.g. GIZ/ODI “Agricultural Development 
Policy: A Contemporary Agenda). Modern instruments of agricultural food and trade policy give 
answers to the burning questions that arise in view of rural transformation: providing a conducive 
policy environment to rural areas with public goods that are known to reduce rural poverty and 
hunger, plus a conducive business environment that stimulates the competitiveness of agri-food 
value chains.  

To support Africa to better feed Africa, a stronger consensus on agricultural food and trade policy for 
African countries is needed. It seems that regional integration processes can be the key to this 
development. But up to this point, there is no unanimous answer regarding sequence of actions, 
adverse effects, the role industrialized countries (e.g. Europe) may play, and how the accompanying 
political processes should be designed.  

For GIZ, this question are of high relevance, as GIZ implements agricultural development and value 
chain projects across the African continent and advises agricultural policy makers at different levels 
and in more than 20 African countries. With this pre-conference workshop, we would like to 
stimulate the debate and engage with German academia on these questions.  

 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/Resources/Africa-Can-Feed-Africa-Report.pdf
https://www.giz.de/fachexpertise/downloads/Fachexpertise/2016giz_en_BMZ_GIZ-ODI_AgDevPolicy-ContemporaryAgenda_2015.pdf
https://www.giz.de/fachexpertise/downloads/Fachexpertise/2016giz_en_BMZ_GIZ-ODI_AgDevPolicy-ContemporaryAgenda_2015.pdf
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Programme  

 

Room: tbc 

Moderation: Heike Hoeffler and Christine Wieck 

9.00 Welcome & Setting the Scene Heike Hoeffler and Christine 
Wieck 

Expert Inputs: Evidence on state and development of African food markets and policies 

9.15 The food economy in Africa: situation and potential Philipp Heinrigs and Thomas 
Allen (Sahel and West Africa 
Club, OECD) 

9.45 Questions and answers  

10.00 The political economy around regional food market 
integration and policies in Africa 

Francesco Rampa (EPCDM 
Maastricht)  

10.30 Questions and answers  

11.45 Policy priorities, state-of-play of regional integration 
initiatives with focus on the agri-food sector in Africa 

Representative of African 
Union (by video message) 

11.00 Coffee break  

Expert Discussion: Why is Africa not feeding Africa? What should be done? And who is doing 
applied research on these topics? 

11.30 Report on a meta-analysis of recent research trends 
and research findings regarding the development of 
the agri-food markets  and trade in Africa 

Prof. Dr. Regina Birner 
(University of Hohenheim) 

11.50 Panel discussion with speakers and audience 

 What are effective policy recommendations to increase African food 
production given the state and development of food markets in Africa? 

 Do these policy recommendations match research findings? 

 What are the research gaps regarding the development of agri-food markets 
and regional trade if any, and how could they be addressed? 

12.20 Concluding remarks (GIZ, tbc) 

12.30 Closure of session & Snack Lunch 

 


